THE  WORLD   SOUL
are the heroes of literature? Not Pharisees, nor philosophers, but just human beings, who are sinners. Pharisees and philosophers are neither. Who would not give a wilderness of Pharisees for one Falstaff ?
The good intention in a man's own estimation condones everything. If you doubt that a man's intentions are good, he becomes furious; but if you say, " I am sure you meant well, but you did not know," he beams with pleasure, thinking he is fully justified. Jesus, however, does not share that optimism. He says that the sin against the Son of Man, that is, want of good intention, can be forgiven. You may act hastily from loss of temper, for instance, and it carries small consequence, but the sin against the Holy Ghost, that is, want of sense, can never be forgiven; and if you think it over, you will see how absolutely true that is. Say a man has injured you. If he has done it out of some grudge he bears you, you can remove his grudge or you can be on guard. In any case, there is no more danger to be apprehended from him. He is not likely to hurt you twice. But if a person has injured you through meaning well to you and being stupid, the danger remains ; for unless he admits his stupidity, which he never will, it is incurable. It even increases, because he hugs his foolishness to himself and tries to justify it, being unable to ever admit that he is wrong. It is only strong natures that do that.
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